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We are committed to do our duty to contribute to the 
“common defense;” we share a love of country and our Army 
Family; we defend American values that frame the nation as 
expressed in the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution of the United States; and we serve “not to 
promote war, but to preserve peace.”
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How We Serve

We live by and uphold the Army Ethic in the conduct of our 
mission, performance of our duty, and all aspects of our lives. 

By our solemn oath, we voluntarily incur moral obligations 
inherent in the shared identity to which we aspire:

Trusted Army Professional

with complementary roles as 
Honorable Servants, 
Army Experts, and 

Stewards of the Profession
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bh6r9M5dlM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bh6r9M5dlM
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The Legal and Moral Framework of the Army Ethic
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The Legal and Moral Framework of the Army Ethic
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The Army Values
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvKqA4NNOjY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvKqA4NNOjY
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-nABzP-fm0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-nABzP-fm0
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l13FNk7DFxU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l13FNk7DFxU
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Pn0wplZmLs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Pn0wplZmLs
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Employ the Army Ethic

Crossing the Delaware and the Battle of Trenton

Leader:  GEN George Washington
Army Value:  Loyalty
Message: I am an American Soldier;
I serve the people of the United States
Moral Principle: We serve honorably – according to
the Army Ethic – under civilian authority while
obeying the laws of the Nation…

Narrative:
The Continental Army found themselves encamped in Pennsylvania after a 
series of defeats at the hands of the British. General Washington led a 
demoralized and exhausted Army, many nearing the end of their enlistments. 
With a harsh winter settling in, General Washington wanted to preserve his 
force, inspire colonial volunteers to join the Army, and for Congress to support 
the war effort. In December 1776, he chose to seize the initiative by crossing 
the Delaware River, then attacking and destroying an isolated garrison of 
Hessian troops in Trenton, New Jersey. This action provided the Continental 
Army a much needed victory that bolstered morale and supported future 
victory at Princeton, forcing the British and Hessian forces to flee from southern 
New Jersey. General Washington was a primary example of the Army’s purpose, 
“This We’ll Defend,” remaining loyal to the defense of the fledgling Nation, its 
future Constitution, and civilian authority.
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The Army Ethic The Heart of the Army

The Army Ethic includes the moral principles that guide our decisions and actions as we fulfill our

purpose: to support and defend the Constitution and our way of life. Living the Army Ethic is the

basis for our mutual trust with each other and the American people. Today our ethic is expressed in

laws, values, and shared beliefs within American and Army cultures. The Army Ethic motivates our

commitment as Soldiers and Army Civilians who are bound together to accomplish the Army

mission as expressed in our historic and prophetic motto: This We’ll Defend.

Living the Army Ethic inspires our shared identity as trusted Army professionals with distinctive

roles as honorable servants, Army experts, and stewards of the profession. To honor these

obligations we adopt, live by, and uphold the moral principles of the Army Ethic. Beginning with our

solemn oath of service as defenders of the Nation, we voluntarily incur the extraordinary moral

obligation to be trusted Army professionals.

Honorable Servants of the Nation—Professionals of Character:

• We serve honorably—according to the Army Ethic—under civilian authority while obeying the

laws of the Nation and all legal orders; further, we reject and report illegal, unethical, or immoral

orders or actions. HONOR-LOYALTY-SELFLESS SERVICE

• We take pride in honorably serving the Nation with integrity, demonstrating character in all

aspects of our lives. HONOR-SELFLESS SERVICE-INTEGRITY

• In war and peace, we recognize the intrinsic dignity and worth of all people, treating them with

respect. RESPECT

• We lead by example and demonstrate courage by doing what is right despite risk, uncertainty,

and fear; we candidly express our professional judgment to subordinates, peers, and superiors.

PERSONAL COURAGE

Army Experts—Competent Professionals:

• We do our duty, leading and following with discipline, striving for excellence, putting the needs of

others above our own, and accomplishing the mission as a team. DUTY-SELFLESS SERVICE

• We accomplish the mission and understand it may demand courageously risking our lives and

justly taking the lives of others. DUTY-SELFLESS SERVICE-PERSONAL COURAGE

• We continuously advance the expertise of our chosen profession through life-long learning,

professional development, and our certifications. DUTY

Stewards of the Army Profession—Committed Professionals:

• We embrace and uphold the Army Values and standards of the profession, always accountable

to each other and the American people for our decisions and actions. HONOR-DUTY

• We wisely use the resources entrusted to us, ensuring our Army is well led and well prepared,

while caring for Soldiers, Army Civilians, and Families. RESPECT-DUTY-SELFLESS SERVICE

• We continuously strengthen the essential characteristics of the Army Profession, reinforcing our

bond of trust with each other and the American people. DUTY-SELFLESS SERVICE

LOYALTY, DUTY, RESPECT, SELFLESS SERVICE, HONOR, INTEGRITY, PERSONAL

COURAGE
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The Army Ethic The Heart of the Army

Our Shared Identity
Trusted Army Professionals

Honorable Servants – Character

Army Experts – Competence

Stewards – Commitment
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How We Serve as Trusted Army Professionals

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCDTUldhPb8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jCDTUldhPb8
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Moral Challenges
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Ethical Reasoning Model

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYIFI0pPr7s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYIFI0pPr7s
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Using the “Ethical Lenses” (Perspectives)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nWcVOh9f34

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nWcVOh9f34
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Ethical Reasoning Model
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRXrEiBeOXo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRXrEiBeOXo
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